=CONGRESSIONAL SEAT: 


Searching for a Republican Winner 

BEHIND THE SCENES, THE REPUBLICANS OF FOUR COUNTIES MANEUVER FOR POSITION IN FILLING THE 
VACANCY LEFT BY BILL KETCHUM'S DEATH; AN INYO. MAN MAY TURN UP AS A "COMPROMISE" CANDIDATE 

B Y PEEK'S END IT MS OFFICIAL: Neither Lola Ketchum nor her son, Robert, would seek to 
fill out the term of Congressman Ed.il Ketchum who had died suddenly of a heart attack 
cn the previous Saturday, “er announcement came at a late-week press conference at Ba¬ 
kersfield and it broke the respectful, but tense, waiting among 18th District Republicans 
eager to know - and to name - the candidate to fill Ketchum's candidacy, if not his office, 

.or the remaining months. A dozen or more contenders for Ketchum 1 s seat stepped immediate¬ 
ly forth to present their credentials to the 18th District Republican Central Committee. At 
Bakersfield, where most of the action centers and where the committee will elect its choice 
at a mo ting this Sunday, there was a great deal of jockeying for position, and by the open- 
auc °T the new week the spot was clearly up for grabs, thanks mostly to divisions in the 
Republican camp west of the Sierras; more than 58 committeemen will be involved in the GOP 
iotm si on-yak ing from now through Sunday, and most of these appeared to have some favorite to 

push before the committee. 

The seeming rift at Bak¬ 
ersfield provided an opening 
for an Inyo candidate who, if 
he should win, might be this 
county's first homegrounds 
candidate; he is Keith Bright, 
an Independence oilman and 
rancher. The fact that Bright 
has interests "on both 3ides 
- ranching here, independent 
ibly m?ike him 
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THE MEDIA 


THE PRESS' PIOUS PROPRIETY 

THE REAL GRAND JURY ISSUES GET LOST 
IN A FLAP OVER TECHNICALITIES - AND 
A PUBLISHER'S REFUSAL OF A NEWS STORY 

M aybe it ms a case of misplaced attemt- 

ions; last week's grand jury report, 

_ _ which contained statements and charges 

highly critical of weaknesses in the county's 
administrative operations, attracted little 
notice - but the media flap following release 
of the report was still the focus of talk - 
and some hilarity - even as the new week be¬ 
gan. It all started with the decision by Todd 
Watkins, the local publisher, not to publish 
the report - and with Watkins' banner headline 
which questioned the grand jury report's leg¬ 
ality. On Friday, Watkins flatly denied to ot¬ 
her reporters that his reasons for not pub¬ 
lishing the report had anything to do with its 
controversial nature. But Watkins did say "I 
will always take the conservative, safe side." 

And what, if anything, was there about 
the report that would require a "conservative, 
safe" approach? In that, Watkins may have had 
a point, but it was a hairline-thin one; his 
headline had asked, pointedly: "Vlas the grand 
jury report legally released?" The story that 
followed strongly railed against the radio 
newsrcn at Bishop (KIBS' John Hemler, and Ed¬ 
itor Bob Wellman of KIOQ-FM) who had routine¬ 
ly broadcast its content at noon Tuesday, two 
or three hours before it became public record 
at last week's supervisors' meeting. 

Watkins' paper, the Regiotev> took issue 
with the broadcast reports: "In respect to the 
judge and the state law, this paper prefers 
not to comment on the report until the report 
is legally official. A report a year in the 
making will have to be official before we re¬ 
veal details that have already been on radio, 
legal or otherwise." 

It might take an assemblage of Riila- 
d'lphia lawyers to determine the purely "leg- 

(See MEDIA FLAP, Page 8) 


of the mountain" 
petroleum firms there - could po 


the committee's outstanding "compromise" cand¬ 
idate. The Republicans are not unaware that a 
bad choice could, cost their party a. seat in a 
congress they already consider to be far over¬ 
burdened with Democrats. Bright, in making his 
announcement for the candidacy, stressed for 
all who would listen his contention that he is 
"the" man capable of unifying the party organ¬ 
ization, and also the man who "can beat Demo- 
. r ]j crat Candidate 
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REPUBLICAN BRIGHT 

.both sides of the mountain 


Eob Sogge 5 n the 
November voting." 

After the 
Independence man's 
announcement, an 
immediate move to 
establish him got 
quickly underway. 
Inyo County's Re¬ 
publican committ¬ 
ee was to meet 
late this week to 
plan their strat¬ 
egy at Bakersfield 
but it appeared 
unlikely that the 
committee here 
will officially 
name Bright or a- 
ny other contend¬ 
er before their 
arrival at Bakers¬ 
field this week- 
erd. Privately, if 
not officially, it 
appeared that the 


local committeemen were solidly behind Bright, 
but none would confirm or deny thoir positions* 
Said Committee Chairman Mike Ingalls:"He 
is a very capable man; he knows his way around 
Washington." 

Meanwhile, it appeared Monday that Calif¬ 
ornia's governer, Jerry Brown, faced with his 
own political problems, would remain discreetly 

(Soo GOP CANDIDATE, Page 2) 
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GOP CANDIDATE, Continued 

out of the political affairs of the 18th con¬ 
gressional district; it is his prerogative to 
appoint a congressman to fill Ketchurn's unex¬ 
pired term, or to call a special election. Nei¬ 
ther course seemed likely last week, and the 
Republicans from Tulare, Kem, Los Angeles and 
Inyo Counties seemed pretty much on their own# 
That question will not be completely settled 
until July lit, however, the deadline for guber¬ 
natorial action* 

Win or lose, the Inyo candidate has al¬ 
ready begun a hard-hitting media campaign to 
make a splash in the 18th district's murky 
waters of C-OP politics; probably, he is as 
well-known in Washington where the contacts 
are as he is in Bakersfield, where the votes 
are - a fact which clearly holds its equal 
shares of plus and minus* As the ^astern Sier¬ 
ra challenger corner to joust on the fields of 
Korn County, he is seen as something less than 
a front-runner for the district nomination. 

is "known" in the sense that he is a long¬ 
time stalwart of Sierra Republicanism and as 
a personal friend of the late Ketchum; but in 
hi 5 role as candidate he enters the race ag¬ 
ainst a host of other hopefuls, most all of 
whom are well-entrenched - and well-known - to 
the locals there. 

Some of the top contenders that Bright 
will compete against for the nomination are 
ill Thomas, a state assemblyman; Joe Shell, 
a past candidate for governor; Jerry Cappella, 
Bill Dever; Kenneth Frick, a former assistant 
secretary of agriculture under Butts; Bob Car- 
pie, a well-known Bakersfield real estate man; 
Richard Bilas, a college economic professor; 
Don Ratty, a Bakersfield councilman; Fred ML- 
netti, of Kem County's farming and wine com¬ 
munity; and two Kem supervisors, Trice Harvey 
and David Head. Ken Maddy, the GOP's recent 
gubernatorial hopeful, has also been consider¬ 
ed, but was reported to have replied to the 
suggestion: "No way." 

Should Assemblyman Thomas be named, the 
GOP leaves itself vulnerable to serious def¬ 
eats in two important seats: In defeat he'd 
lose both the assembly seat and the congress¬ 
ional seat, to Democrats; for that reason the 
committee may see in him more risk than they 
are now willing to take. 

If Bright wins the nomination he says he 
will "live both here and in Bakersfield," that 
it would be necessary to set up an office 
there since "Kem has more problems than Inyo" 
with its obviously larger population. He said 
his petroleum interests would be relegated to 
a trust to preclude any possibility of conf¬ 
lict of interest, and that he would resign his 
directorships "in a few small companies." 

Already he has attracted attention in ’ 
the district; local newspapers from Lancaster 
to Taft and from Ridgecrest to Bakersfield - 
not to mention at leafct two television out¬ 
lets - have indicated a willingness to prov¬ 
ide needed exposure this week. Keith Bright 
is not lacking in energy to push his candid¬ 
acy, and as the committee meeting draws near 
it seems he will no longer be the unknown from 
the other side of the mountain. 

Meanwhile, as the Republicans geared for 


action, another Bakersfield candidate elect¬ 
ed in the June primary by the Democrats, fin¬ 
ally broke the funereal silence that has pre¬ 
vailed since Ketchum's death. Before Ketchum 
died,the Republicans held few fears about who 
would win in November; but the congressman's 
demise altered dramatically the political post¬ 
ure of Democratic Candidate Bob Sogge. On Mon¬ 
day, Sogge's B a kersfield office produced to 
the media its first statement concerning the 
new situation. It was a long one: 

"...the Democratic nominee announced...a 
two-week fact-finding tour of toe huge four- - | 
county district preceding Washington D.C. meet¬ 
ings with House Speaker Tip O'Neil and Calif¬ 
ornia's senior senator, Alan Cranston, in late 
J uly. 

. "I will ask Speaker O'Neil, Senator Cran¬ 
ston and other 
congressional lea¬ 
ders to take a 
special interest 
in protecting our 
area while the 
dis trict's chair 
in congress is va- ! 
cant," Sogge was f 

quoted as saying. 

"Sogge's tour 
will bring him to 
Inyo County on Fri¬ 
day, July 7, to } 

confer with local 
citizens as well 
as community lea¬ 
ders about current 
national and int¬ 
ernational issues. 

"The tragic death of Congressman Ketchum 
left all of us in the 18th district without rep¬ 
resentation in Congress...., "Sogge said in 
ending his campaign moratorium. 

"Due to this unexpected vacancy....the 
congressional leaders should be briefed about 
how our people at home - including Republicans, 
independents and Democrats - feel about the 
most recent national and international develop¬ 
ments •••.." 

The press rlease continued on, dealing f 

primarily with his' own background and an offer 
to meet with Inyo people who call his office - 
"(805) 325-21*77." 

Sogge said that his meetings with O'Neil 
and Cranston - a potent and vote-getting coup, 
according to the observations of Democrats - * 

are to take place sometime in the week of July L 
25 . ^e claims to have made arrangements for sim- " r 
ilar meetings with "other key senate and house 
leaders during his trip." 

For the 18th district's Republicans - and ^ 
its essentially conservative electorate - the 
Democratic nominee posed a genuine threat to 
the Republican seat they'd held dear, in the 
person of Ketchum, for nearly six years. Their 
committee meeting this weekend at Bakersfield 
would probably hold the key to whether the GOP, £ 
which since Nixon has already lo 3 t a lot of 
California ground, could settle its own diff¬ 
erences long enough to name a man to beat Dem¬ 
ocrat Sogge* Few in any position wanted to see 
still another congressional seat go over to 
the free-wheeling majority at Washington. 
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»»NOTES FROM 

UP FOR GRABS is the county con¬ 
tract for a public defender. No 
aspiring Clarence Darrow or Lou 
Nizer will get rich off of it, 
and those who've held the job 
come away with experience (Boy, 
do they get lots of that) and 
not much else. The county ad¬ 
ministration hasn’t yet settled 
on the fee they’ll pay the law¬ 
yer who takes Doug Buchanan’s 
place - but a few people are in¬ 
terested in this long-hours-low-pay responsib¬ 
ility. Among theraj John Bush, Dean Stout, Dav¬ 
id Smith, and a former Independence resident, 
Bill Zukowsky, recent law-school grad now liv¬ 
ing in Illinois. The P.D.’s job offers a lot 
of wear and tear on the lawyer that takes it. 
Doug Buchanan said last week ”It wasn't worth 
the financial and emotional stress; I 'in not 
mad at anyone. It's just not worth it to me." 
Another negative testimonial comes from the 
man who preceded Buchanan in the position, Ken 
Murphy; "They give you a bow and arrow and say 
'Go get that guy with the atomic bomb." Mean¬ 
while, how are the defendants in Inyo '3 grow¬ 
ing number of criminal cases faring? It's hard 
to estimate, but some officials have expressed 
the concern that if the public defender's off¬ 
ice is not properly manned and funded, the 
county may one day be faced with the cost of 
appeals by defendants claiming they were inad¬ 
equately defended. 

NO FOLKS, IT JUST AIN'T SO - those rumors that 
Our Man Heston plans a trip to the altar. No 
fewer than three people, including one of the 
supervisors, have asked him about Who and When. 
Possible source of the talk; our NEWS-LETTER 
item about the nuptial plans of John Renter, 
the KIBS newsman; people are confusing their 
^ohn H's. Quips Heston in reply to queries; 

"I'm not getting married - but please keep the 
rumor going; it improves my "single" reputat¬ 
ion." Ah, mo... 

NO ARRIVALS; The Harold Cluffs, from Thousand 
Oaks, said to be buying into the Aspendell 
community. 

*#•* 

...AIR) A DEPARTURE; Kenney Scruggs, 29, secre¬ 
tary to Developer Gordon Holmes and former sec¬ 
retary to the PLanning Commission. A past-pre¬ 
sident of the county employees association. 
Leaving this weekend for L.A. and Southwestern 
law school. Some local attorneys giving advice 
- and encouragement. 

ALSO DEPARTING, but only for a weekend in Widi- 
ington; Yours truly. Courtesy of Betty Denton, 
I'll fly out of L.A. on Saturday to cover the 
ERA feminist march on Sunday. Meanwhile, some 
relative comment on the women's movement from 
anti-ERA Phyllis Schlafly (superconservative 
author of A Choice Not an Echo )i ""ho had this 
to say about the feminist movement; "A bunch 
of bitter women seeking a constitutional cure 
for their personal problems." In somo cases, * 
she- may be right - but her own life is a con¬ 
tradiction, if not a hypocrisy, to what she 
preaoheai She ia an author, publisher, leotur- 
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er, organizer and polemicist, married to a man 
who "lets" her go about the country doing her 
thing. I ’m not a "feminist," but 1 see Schlafly 
as an echo, not a choice. 

•JKKfr 

INTERESTING MAN; AND ONE WE'RE ADDING TO our 
Very peasant People list; Bishop's Roy Ball¬ 
ard, the owner of the Meadow Farms smoked meats 
plant. Now here's,a guy who builds his own 
"gyro-copter," and flies it; a businessman up¬ 
set (as we all are) about the bureaucratic reg¬ 
ulation of business; and yet one who takes a 
calm, almost philosophic view about it all; May¬ 
be everything looks better from up there in the 
gyro-copter. In a world of loud-mouths, a real 
conversationalist whose words communicate real 
ideas. Also the kind of guy who catches his own 
burglars. And (my apologies) one who probably 
would be embarrassed by too much published tri¬ 
bute. 

FRIDAY NIGHT DINERS; The George Jarvises, the 
Ray Williamsons (the grand jury foreman); also 
Lisa Stein celebrating the 17th birthday of her 
young friend, Julie Andrade,*at the Paradise 
Lodge outdoor dining area; also, Barbara and 
Gale Helmbolt, Robert and Joan Henrdnger, Mary 
E. Ford, Rod and Linda Young, at Art & Dolly's. 

MORE FRIDAY NIGHTERS - at the Embers, a crowd 
that was maybe too big, there to hear the 
rock group "Sheriff," which plays at 112 deci-*- 
bels, to an SRO audience. "Sheriff" was such a 
big attraction, the Whiskey Creek's band, the 
"Alpine," was dismissed early in the eve. No 
customers. 112 decibels is not my style, thanks, 
but "Sheriff" has one feature worth listening 
to; Charlie Rears, the 1;'10" drummer who plays 
a solo that sounds like a 1970 '3 Gene Krupa up¬ 
date. Playing since he was eight; was the drum¬ 
mer on a Donna Fisher album. Looks and even 
talks? like Paul Williams, but needs no such 
associative identity; an artist in his own right. 
Will be here with the group "all summer," but 
wants to live here. Has the potential as a fut¬ 
ure "great," but I can't say the same for the 
rest of the band. Clearly there are hundreds 
more that would disagree; a matter of taste, I 
think. Tho Embers sure isn't hurting, and "Sher¬ 
iff" has a 10-week contract. 

•ittBf- 

ALTHOUGH DWP OFFICIALS INSIST that Inyo water 
users should pay the high rates, one high DWP 
official, speaking privately (he thought), was 
overheard uttering some Common sense; "It's un¬ 
fortunate that the L.A. City Council hasn't seen 
fit to adopt through an ordinance a separate 
and unique rate for the O/en 3 Valley." A lot of 
people here would certainly agree. 


WISH I'D SAID THAT; KIBS' John Hemler was re¬ 
marking on Todd Watkins' refusal to publish the 
grand jury report last week; "He wins the halo- 
of-thq-week award." But Todd says he wasn't try¬ 
ing to be self-righteous, that neither Hemler 
nor KIOQ newsman Bob Wellman really knew if the 


report should be released. The answer to the 
dispute is simple; tho media, under the first 
amendment, has a right (I think duty) to report 
anything handed to them by an official source, 
all technicalities aside, unless the release 
h«8 been established for a-certain date or time, 
(More B.K.|s % NOTES on Page k) 
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B.K.'s NOTES, Continued 

and is provided on that condition. Anyhow, Hem- 
ler wins our right-on award for quote-of-the- 
week, and if you wanted to read the grand jury 
reDort, you had to get it in the NEWS-LETTER 
(she said modestly while bowing from upstage 
center). 

HONESTY TONS AGAIN DEPT: Jack Pound found a 
wallet fallen to the ground at the Duncan 
Shell station at Independence. Inside it, a 
stack of hundred-dollar bills (with the bank 
tape still intact. In all about $15>00.) Mean¬ 
while, up the road at ^shop's Jack-in-the- 
Box, a tourist started to pay his bill and dis¬ 
covered he was missing some tiling. All this as 
I’ound put the wallet aside, waiting to call 
the owner. Returning to the station (a long 
drive but obviously worth $1^00), the owner 
retrieved the wallet - and, for his honesty, 
rewarded Pound with $5>0. 

I'M UP TO HERE IN APRICOTS. And so, it seems, 
are a lot of other people. Winter rain and a 
mild spring, followed by plenty of bright sun, 
have combined to produce a bumper crop from 
the many trees in the central part of the coun¬ 
ty. Hie problem: What to do with them all? Not 
many people these days have the time - or the 
inclination - for home canning. They won't 
keep; they're splattering up the lawn, the 
walks and the streets. What a mess, ^eople - 
and the history books *• tell me this valley 
was once green with orchards. I can believe it. 


Now we've got too little fruit to market, and 
too much to clean up. 

**# 

KEITH BRIGHT, the rancher-oilman of Independ¬ 
ence, wants to be your congressman, and this 
week he'll be working toward getting the nomin¬ 
ation of the Republican central committee which 
meets at Bakersfield. A lot of the home folks 
are pulling for him; high-time, they think, 
that District 18 is represented by someone from 
this side of the mountain. He was a close friend, 
but no carbon copy, of Bill Ketchum. 

IT TOLL COST. MORE, BUT IT'S WORTH IT: The new 
copier that will bo printing the news-letter. 

At deadline, the deal was not quite completed, 
but it will probably happen this week. Good 
photo reproduction, etc. No more cost to the 
subscriber, however; in fact, with the addition 
of just a few- more advertisers, news-letter will 
announce another drop in subscription rates - 
all retroactive, which means if you've paid up 
you'll be getting more for your money. May take 
another week off for installation of the equip¬ 
ment. 

.. .AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEVUS, 
every day... 




JULY 6 , 7 , 8 


PRICE SALE 


GLAZED DOUGHNUTS 
* Save $ 1.32 

(Dozen or Yi Doz. only) 


DUTCH BAKERIES 


AT BISHOP, LONE PINE, MAMMOTH, 
SCHAT'S THRIFT SHOP, LAGUNA 
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BOXED IN BY r. 


Tired of TV 
and the summer 


€ r ' • , -i . 



i) 


TmV not see a 
Good show - tonight) 


V 




JULY 5-11 

tk&. 


WED. thru TUES. 

/1LICE 
DOESN'T 
UVE HERE 

ANYMORE -yjj. 

|i*t; ,l , ul 

th-v;*! W ■Of'' 

BISHOP THEATRE 

I “MlOOP FNTERTAINMENT'IN COMFORT- 


Sunday 
Champagne 
Brunch 

10 am - 2 pm 


Dinner 

Served 
5:30-10 pm 

CALL 

387-2370 

FOR RESERVATIONS 



till 




Now open every day 

Live entertainment, weekends 

I 

ZPaxacliiE. cf^zitauxani 

On Lower Rock Crook 
15 milofc North of Bishop off Hwy, 395 


CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 



We Give You Expert 
Service At Reasonable Rates 

The Steam Genie System gener¬ 
ates up to 10 times more pressure 
than the average carpet cleaning 
equipment, to loosen dirt and 
grime. A powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside. Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. t . J 



Oi 



SHAMPOO-original surface clean¬ 
ing method. Dirt and shampoo 
residue not totally extracted. 


‘C ^ | v - • 

J " 




PORTABLE STEAM-rinsesand 
removes soil within the capabil¬ 
ities of household current. Ex¬ 
traction power seldom reaches 
2 horsepower, 

STEAM GENIE SYSTEM- 
thorough extraction of 
dirt and grime. This 
powerful equipment 
cleans deeper, leaves 
carpet dryer and ex¬ 
tends carpet life. 


s\£RRA 


eani nq 


-CALL- 


7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 

873-7032 


"V 






1 




Vivitar 


ModelllH 
lilecironic flash, 
the economical 
alternative 
toFLIPFLASH 


^ ^JJJII |J1J| lla 


Vivitar Model 118 Electronic Flash for Kodak Trimlite 

Camera Models 18, 28, 38, 608 and similar cameras that 

use FlipFlash bulb units. 

/ Enough power for up to 150 beautiful flash pictures 
from just 2 inexpensive batteries. 

/ Actually pays for itself in savings over the new Flip- 
Flash bulb units after a few rolls of film. 

/ No fumbling! Easily attaches to your camera in sec¬ 
onds and locks in place. 

/ Small enough to fit in your pocket or purse when not 
in use. 

y/ Vertical styling helps eliminate ugly red eyes in flash 
pictures. 


THIS WEEK ONLY 


$19 95 


'Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN - BISHOP 

f*HONI (714) 67a-0077 
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TO OUR READERS 

A BRIEF PAUSE - THEN A NEW LOOK 
FOR THE INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 

If all goes according to plan, your 
next copy of the INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 
will have a bright new look. But the trans¬ 
ition to new improved reproduction equip¬ 
ment may cost us a week's publication; As 
negotiations stood at deadline time this 
week, it appeared that the new printing 
equipment will arrive on or about our 
usual publication day, in which case the 
July 10 edition will not be published. If 
that is the case, your next copy of the 
NEWS-LETTER will apnear on July 17. 

With the installation of the better 
process, NEWS-LETTER hopes to give you a 
great deal more for your money: More fea¬ 
ture-type stories about the Owens Valley; 
a lot more photos of good quality; and an 
overall sharper, cleaner quality. Mean¬ 
while, our thanks to our readers, and to 
our advertisers, for bearing with us 
through the growing pains of a new media 
outlet in Inyo County. We think you'll 
find it's been worth the wait. 


-Sincerely, 



This... 



...means 


something 
important 
to you - and 
to me. 


J 




0* 




J ? 1 




don't work for 
a company. 

I work for you. 


your independent} 
.Insurance j/ agent . 

SERVES YOU FIRST 

=■<?> 


jet fyr 

■S5$? 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876-4105 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


•AROUND THE COUNTY' 


ELECTION TIE' CONFIRMED; RADAR SYSTEM 
REQUESTED; CONCRETE SHORTAGE VERIFIED: 

AND A HIGH MOUNTAIN ROAD CRITICIZED 

rpH3 COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE workers last week 
completed - officially - their count of 
•X. the June 6 election votes, and, here and 
there, they discovered "one or two votes" var¬ 
iance from the original election night count. 
Eut no variances were found in the original 
numbers released on election night from the 
critical third district where the "unbelieve- 
able" tie vote between two supervisorial chal¬ 
lengers throws the November race into a three- 
way contest between Incumbent Wilma Muth and 
Roger Glidden and Moe Jacobson. Of the other 
precincts Clerk's Spokesperson Jeverly Harry 
said, "We were never more than one vote off," 
but that the three candidates of the third 
district "will soon receive certificates of 
nomination for the November runoff." Glidden 
and Jacobson have each stated flatly that they 
intend to stay in the race, although they see, 
as many others do, the "split" of votes that 
go against Incumbent Muth. The two men are tied 
at 375 votes each - a niimber verified by the 
election canvass - and Muth, 5U1. 

CAN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTY AFFORD an 
ambulance service? It's a question that county 
officials, not to mention the owners of Tri- 
Gounty Ambulance Service, are beginning to ask 
with some doubts. Sandy Poulin, the owner of 
the service, says his ambulances are losing 
about $50 per day in their Lone Pine-based op¬ 
eration. Already the private firm is subsidiz¬ 
ed by a 595U~pe r-mon th payment from the county 
till, but Poulin says he'll need $2100 to keep 
his equipment rolling on southern Inyo emerg¬ 
encies. Faced with that kind of payment, the 
county administration is looking into the poss¬ 
ibility that Lone Pine may re-activate a res¬ 
cue squad. 


ANOTHER FEDERAL STUDY PROJECT with the operat¬ 
ional name of "Rare II" (Roadless Area Review 
and Operation) is up for public examination 
and discussion. It's one of those bureaucratic 
projects whose course might conceivably be al¬ 
tered by public outcry and input, and the date 
for such input is fast approaching• So far, 
interest has been less than intense- (thanks, . 
possibly to the euphemistic nomenclature of 
the project which tends to Confuse in predict¬ 
able bureaucratese its true purpose). The gov¬ 
ernment hopes to set up a control of about 
3.37 million acres of undeveloped lands and, 
for tiie record, it must show that before mov¬ 
ing on its plan it consulted the public. At 
stake in the area are questions of future min¬ 
ing, campgrounds, sld areas, wilderness, etc* 
Forsot Scrviop Spokesman Duane Johnson, a USFS 
administrative officer at Bishop, avers that 
the public will have some say - and that any¬ 
one interested should put his view in writing, 
and also visit Forest Service "open houses" 
being h§l(J this menth in all ranger districts _ 
including Lone Pine, Bishop, Mammoth and Lee 
Vini ng* 


"OTHER TOWNS GET DUMPS, AIRPORTS AND OTHER 
things," argued Big Pino Citizen Bud Hines, 

"but Big Pine gets kicked around a lot. We 
want some of the kind of action like other 
towns geti" "What Hines and some other Big Pine 
people are seeking from the supervisors amount 
to no less than the "cleaning up" and complete 
re-surfacing of the Big Fine Creek Canyon Road 
that winds precariously into the popular Glac¬ 
ier Lodge area west of town. Another canyon 
road booster, Winston Carter, told the super¬ 
visors that the road in question "has four 
miles out of eleven that are deteriorating and 
dangerouswlth four- to five-hundred-foot drop- 
offs. And still another spokesman, Glenn Mey¬ 
er, added his argument: The area in question 
is highly travelled, that at least one fatal¬ 
ity has occurred on the road that "could've 
been prevented" with proper maintenance. Sup¬ 
ervisor Johnny Johnson, whose district includes 
the questioned area, said he'd "stay on top of 
it," although he didn't elaborate on just how. 


FOR NOW AT LEAST, Inyo's employees will be paid 
time-and-a-half for their overtime labors, al¬ 
though the Bishop conservative. Supervisor Horb 
London, wanted to cut them to "straight time." 
But Herb was up against a lot of opposition in 
that view: the county's department heads, the 
sheriff's deputies, County Administrator John 
K. Smith — and a few hundred county employees. 
Smith reminded the supervisors that they have 
a lot of control of the overtime situation by 
their power to approve it when necessary, and 
that in a serious emergency "time-and-a-half 
is in order." With some reluctance, the super¬ 
visors agreed. The current "emergency" that 
brought up the issue in the first place is 
that in the assessor's office which faces a 
near deadline in reassessing all of the county 
property, thanks to passage of the Jarvis am¬ 
endment. 


THAT SUMMER PATIO, OR THE ROCK WALL OR CURB 
may have to wait. It now comes to light that 
there is a genuine - and apparently very ser¬ 
ious - shortage of concrete here and elsewhere. 
Those handy 90-pound bags favored by do-it- 
your-selfers are seldom available. It all be¬ 
gan several months ago as the environmentalists 
stepped up their drive to reduce the dust car¬ 
ried in the air from concrete plants; the ins¬ 
tallation of pollution control devices was 
costly and that jacked up the price down at the 
local lumberyards. Although the environmental¬ 
ists were gagging on the dust, the builders and 
homeowners are now choking on prices. One Lone 
Fine dealer, Copeland Lumber's Jack Hastings, 
says "Each time the environmentalists 7/rite a 
bill, it costs the manufacturers up to three or 
four million bucks." Jack says he "may" have 
some concrete on hand sometime late this month. 
Fjshop dealers report similar shortages of pac- 
’ aged ooncreto. 

m m m m «# 

TIRED OF DODGING FAST TRAFFIC THROUGH THEIR 
small community, the members of the Independ¬ 
ence Civic Club v/ant to crack down on drivers 
who zoom through the term's main street at ex¬ 
cessive speeds. Civic Club representatives ap¬ 
proached tho supervisors for a resolution sup¬ 
porting the installation of radar units for the 

(See NEWS BittEFS, Page 10) 
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al" technicalities of the issue, insofar as 
a judge's signature on copies of the report 
(Judge V er ne Summers, out of town, had verbal¬ 
ly authorized release on Tuesday), but there 
appeared to be little question of the radio 
news' (and Watkins') right to print it once it 
was handed over by the grand jury foreman. Un- 
dor first amendment press rights, a newsman 
can publish the fact that someone gave him a 
communication, and the content of that commun¬ 
ication, but that appeared not to be the con¬ 
flict in any case. 

There was another question about the ra¬ 
dio renorts, however. Jury Foreman Ray Willi¬ 
amson had been extraordinarily cooperative 
with the local press since the late grand jury 
was installed a year ago; For three weeks, 
some local newspeople had pressed him for the 
date of the final release (which had been de¬ 
layed more than once), and he attempted early 
last week to accomodate the deadlines of all, 
including Watkins', but only after the super¬ 
ior court judge had authorized it. 

If there was any question of impropriety 
it centered only on whether the Bishop newsmen 
had jumped the gun on a release time. (It is 
common practice in the media to accept copy 
prior to release time, on the media-ethic con¬ 
dition that the time be observed. Such earlier 
releases assist newspeople in preparing their 
copy - or setting in type - on the story, al¬ 
though i t may not appear publicly for some¬ 
times several days. Most newsmen see this as 
an accomodation, and they strictly observe ag¬ 
reed upon release dates.) 

In the Bishop case, Williamson said lat¬ 
er that it was his understanding that the news 
reports would not go out until about three 
hours later - after the report had been pres¬ 
ented for the board of supervisors on Tuosdcay 
afternoon. The noon news reports, however, had 
the courthouse talking before the supervisors 
met to go over the grand jury report. 

The technical question became that of 
whether the county clerk's office had received 
an unsigned grand jury report and placed it 
officially on file. Said Clerk's Office Spoles- 
person Beverly Harry: "'The whole thing was ' 
blown out of proportion. Silly." In fact, the 
judge had given her pc mission to accept the 
jury report on Ids behalf; ho had read it, 
suggested a few changes before he left town, 
but otherwise released it in every real way. 

But for Publisher Watkins the technical¬ 
ity loomed large, e also expressed amazement 
at other reporters on another point: "...you'd 
set that whole thing in type?J" He referred to 
the cost of reproducing such a lengthy report, 
another indication that he was simply unwill¬ 
ing to report in his columns the grand jury's 
summary of tho board of supervisors' alleged 
violations of several laws. 

So far as went the publicher's criticism 
of bho ottur media (all of which routinely 
reported tho juiy's findings), KIOQ's Wellman 
said "I don't understand what the fuss is all 
about. Hr. Williamson brought the report into 
the studios last Tuesday morning, and said 
simply 'Here is your copy of the 1977-78 grand 
jury report.' Nothing else was said. There was 
no specific time or release date on it and I 


was to assume the report was fpr public con¬ 
sumption." 

Not so, argues ’Watkins. "I used to be an 
officer of the court and the grand jury report 
is never subject to release until the judge 
has signed it." He made no explanation con¬ 
cerning what way he was an "officer of the 
court," but continued: "Until the judge signs 
the report, I wouldn't touch it with a ten- 
foot pole ."He said on Friday that he had not 
yet gone over the report, but that a number of 
people had called him and told him that the 
jurors had made some strong charges against the 
board of supervisors - among them the two Bish¬ 
op supervisors, Wilma Muth and Herbert London, 
both of whom are up for re-election. 

Beverly Harry said W a tkins had called 
her and said there was no stamp or signature 
on his copy of the report and that "the judge 
is too good a friend" for him to release the 
report "under those circumstances." 

Said Watkins in a Friday interview: 

"The judge's signature is needed. His word is 
not good enough. I 'll always take the conserv¬ 
ative, safe side." 

With that statement most of tho county's 
other press members would be quick to agree. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, the media 
handling (or non-handling) of the grand jury 
report had come more to the public attention 
than had the significant findings of the jury: 
the board of supervisors had been charged with 
violations of several state and county laws, 
and the jury wanted that made public - thereby 
fulfilling the purpose of the jury in its in¬ 
vestigations of county business- and the jury 
concern for "the public's right to know." 

If Watkins' claim of a legal technicali¬ 
ty was perhaps a weak one - an arguable quest-? 
ion - there was no question about his rights 
as a publisher; in that capacity he could re¬ 
fuse publication in any case, for any reason. 

In liis refusal to publish the report, 
was Watlrins in fact somehow attempting to 
protect the county officialdom-from charges 
he considered unjust, attempting to avoid pulbr- 
IIcat!on of "controversial" material, or, as < 
he himself said, playing it "safe"? Other news¬ 
men, and many of Watkins' readers, arrived at 
their own private answers to such speculation. 

But the publisher provided for inquir¬ 
ing reporters from NEWS-LETTTP some other in¬ 
sights into his thinking. **e struck out at the 
grand jury "system" itself, pointing out with 
some justification that the jury's accepted 
system of making charges against officials was 
in fact a condemnation which allowed the accus¬ 
ed parties no chance for defending themselves, 
especially if the jury's reports are given in¬ 
stant widespread circulation in the media. A 
point well-taken prrhaps, but not one suffici¬ 
ent to satisfy most editors - and most of the 
public which finds in the grand jury tho only 
source of safeguards against erring officials. 

One such editor, KIBS' John Homier, read 
Watkins' non-report and the criticisms of the 
radio news with dismay. A 3 he went back on the 
air the next morning ho offered for his list¬ 
eners this piquant comment: Watkins, he said, 
"wins the halo-of-the-week award" - then turn¬ 
ed to the more .important news; Hemler and ether 
newsmen clearly were not playing it "safe." 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomed letters and corment relevant to public /y 
issuer,. The editors will publish those considered time- 
l\f and with viewpoints concisely stated. Most likely J&, 


to be published are those of ZOO words or less. Letters or statements should 
be addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors renind their readers 
that publication of a letter does noi in any way . imply that the editors agree with its vie'J. 



MARCHING AND BANNERS: NATURAL 
IN THE COURSE OF HISTORY 

To the Editor; 

In your May 22 News-Letter there was a 
rather interesting little paragraph on the rat¬ 
ification of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). 
Somewhere within the tartness of that state¬ 
ment there was a very practical idea. It's true 
women must ’’assume" equal rights with the att¬ 
itude that those rights are just a fact of life. 
It is also true that all the marches and ban¬ 
ners in the world won't change a thing unless 
each individual woman and man work at viewing 
each other as equals. 

However, I see the marches, the banners, 
and even the amendment, as a course of nature. 
I think if you look back through history you 
will find that many (if not most) major chang¬ 
es in social consciousness were accompanied 
by the aggressive actions of concerned groups 
of citizens. The birth of our country is an 
excellent example c£ this. The early patriots 
were indeed activists, scorned by many of their 
countrymen. Their acts were violent and would 
have been considered treasonous had things end¬ 
ed differently. All this for the ideal of dem¬ 
ocracy. And in the end they had to get it down 
on paper. 

No, I don't see the Equal Rights Amend¬ 
ment as the end of the women's movement. It is 
merely a symbol of the changes mankind is go¬ 
ing through. And I feel it is a necessary one. 
And the march on Washington is just as necess¬ 
ary. 

- L. Camilucci 
Los Angeles 

(EUtors' note: Reader Camilucci is not al¬ 
one in her view. NEWS-LETTER's own reporter, 
Benett Kessler, holds mixed feelings about 
the Washington march (See Page 3), and re¬ 
mains in disagreement with some points in 
the feminist movement and the motivations 
underlying them. SI:e will be Inyo's sole 
"representative'’ there, although her pres¬ 
ence will be largely in the capacity of a 
news reporter, and not, as she enphasizes, 
a marcher. Meanwhile, NEWS-LETTER's wildly 
conservative and chauvinistic editor strong¬ 
ly feels that Kessler should dieep out of 
such feminine folderol end remain obediently 
at heme laboring over a hot Xerox machine.) 

RENT HIKES, POLITICIANS, 

JARVIS AND "HAPPINESS" 

Dear Editor; 

1 just 3tart losing faith in the human 
race when I see greed and selfishness like I'm 
seeing now. 

Tile benefits of a tax break they got in 
passage of the Jarvis amendment seems now to 
have driven some landlords onward toward still 
more quick profits. Some California land-lords, 
including a few in Inyo, continue to increase 


rents even though they now will realize a tax 
reduction of more than $0 percent. 

For years, when I was younger, I had to 
live always in "rented" apartments and roomsj 
it was not easy. Now Ihave several rental un¬ 
its of my own. I keep them in good repair ac¬ 
cording to the wishes of my tenants, and spir¬ 
alling repair costs increase constantly. For 
that reason I cannot allow much of a reduction 
to the tenants - but I have guaranteed them 
they won't see any increases for well over a 
year. At least I can do that much for them, 
and for any landlord to do less is pure and 
simple profiteering. 

It makes me sick to see how the politic¬ 
ians and land-owners are deliberately choosing 
to misinterpret Jarvis. Any purpose, that is, 
that has any real meaning; a fairer distribu¬ 
tion of tax money, and the trimming of fat at 
the top, not the bottom. I think that land¬ 
lords who have tenants who lose their jobs be¬ 
cause of the politicians' deliberate distortion 
of Jarvis should also allow them a lot of time 
on rents - until they can find other work. 

I think the politicians - including a 
few in Inyo County - should be working for the 
people, instead of us for them...and they should 
be paid according to merit and accomplishment. 
(In that case, there aren't many who deserve 
more than $2,6$ an hour 1) 

All the the landovmers (who control the 
wealth), the politicians and the businessmen, 
should learn a lesson from history; Never once 
has greed, selfishness, power and excessive 
wealth ever sustained a civilization peaceful¬ 
ly for very long, or the people in it. And 
most certainly those negative qualities have 
never helped any of us to attain the goal we 
strive so hard for; happiness. 

— A.B. 

Independence 

(Name witheld on request) 

(Editors' note: Reader /liBl 's astute obser¬ 
vations, and the altruism behind them, are no 
doubt lost upon many' landlords - and politic¬ 
ians - here and elsewhere. It is unfortunate 
that some landlords forget - as A.B. has cert- 
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county’s Highway Patrol cars. The supervisors 
agreed, and passed the resolution, after hear¬ 
ing Sheriff Floyd Barton's testimony that ra¬ 
dar is "very effective." Currently the Calif¬ 
ornia Highway Patrol Commission is seeking fi¬ 
nancing for radar from state and federal sour¬ 
ces. i nyo's resolution may help. 

TRAFFIC CONTROL WORKS BOTH WAYS, bn the road 
around Lone Pine's Diaz Lake a series of built- 
in "bumps" keeps traffic at a very slow pace, 
Too slow in fact, in the view of a few who 
need to make better time - like Fire Chief Tom 
Noland. Noland says the bumps in the road are 
a hindrance to rescue vehicles that need to 
get into the recreational area from time to 
time. But Parks and Recreation Director Jim 
Angelo argues that, in fact, the road bumps 
help to keep down accidents. Supervisor Rich¬ 
ard McDonald suggested a compromise possibil¬ 
ity: construction of a separate access road 
for emergency vehicles - one without bumps, 
of course. For now the issue is still being 
bumped about, 

JUDGE VERNE SUMMERS HAD SOME ADVICE FOR Def¬ 
endant Thomas Council, Jr., of Lone Pine. "Be¬ 
cause; of a lifestyle that attracts young peo¬ 
ple," said the judge. Council should "conduct 
himself accordingly." He then sentenced Coun¬ 
cil - known by his counterculture cronies in 
Bone Bine as "T.C." - to five years in the 
penitentiary on three counts: sale of marijua¬ 
na, conspiracy to sell marijuana, and furnish¬ 
ing (narcotic substances) to a minor. "T.C.," 
’•’■ho frequently boasted of his undexworld con¬ 
tacts, was arrested some months back in a 
house in the Alabama Hills in the company with 
a young girl. 

IRONICj THAT'S MOSQUITO CONTROL DIRECTOR Mike 
Faisyhvie- of the county's cut-back in control 
of the county's millions of buzzing, biting 
posts in tills, the wettest season in several 
yorrs. The winter rains have left*uncounted 


.numbers of breeding spots, and the county's 
spraying, slapping sufferers are complaining 
a lot. Needed: the funds for a helicopter and 
more personnel. But County Health Physician 
Victor Hough says the entire mosquito control 
program may bo phased out by inid-October. 

A FEW COUNTY OFFICIALS CRITICIZED BY'tHE RE- 
port issued by a county grand jury are keep¬ 
ing noticeably quiet about it* r Bhe district 
attorney, L.H. "Buck" Gibbons, says he "may 
have" an official reply soon, but if the jury 
report went unchallenged by the officials in- . 
volved, at least one county developer. Dean 
Knight - w’-oss development and the supervisors'. 
handling of it were the subject of most of the 
jury's complaints - wa3 loading his big gins 
for a salvo at the jury. Early this week he 
had prepared a press release (and rra .s shoring 
it around among other developers) which he 
planned to release "first" to Publisher Todd 
Watkins who apparently had handled the grand 
jury report (See story, Page 1) in a manner to 
Knight's liking. News sources who had read, or 
heard, ^night's release, said lie claims in ess¬ 
ence that he was not called before the juxy 
And that the jury's investigation was incomp¬ 
lete. °thcr newsmen who had covered the report 
were excluded from Knight's "exclusive" press 
statement to the county paper, since he had 
"promised" it to Watkins, Asst of these regard¬ 
ed it as having "moderate" news interest, me 
grand jury had presented in its report no com¬ 
plaints of wrongdoing on the part of the devel¬ 
oper, and focused instead on the supervisors 
•who allegedly violated several laws in okaying 
a number of Knight's requests concerting the 
Knight Manor project near Big Fine, 

A DWP EMPLOYEE WHO TRAPPED CO/ f£S FCW THEIR■ 
hides, leaving carcasses to decay, now faces 
a district attorney's appeal of a "littering" 
c-nse against him. Apparently, Bill Wood had 
left a number of animal carcasses near the B os 
Angeles aqueduct. A state lav/ says "littering" 
near state water is wrong, but Wood was freed. 
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